
`Year 5/6 Autumn 2019 Newsletter 

 

Welcome to a new school year. It is lovely to see the children back in school and settled after the 

summer break. 

This term the children will be taught by Mrs Harding on a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and by Mrs 

Beattie on Thursdays and Fridays. 
 

In Religious Education we will be studying the three themes of Domestic Church, Baptism and 

Confirmation and Advent and Christmas through different topics. The children will also spend a week 

studying Islam.  

 

In English the focus will be on developing our writing style and improving the quality of written work 

through a variety of genres. use the animation, The Lego Story to plan, draft and redraft a non-

chronological report focussing on the origins and continued 

development of Lego. explore the book Eric by Shaun Tan as a stimulus 

for wring a narrative from an ‘outsiders’ perspective. use our class 

reader, Northern Lights, to work on a range of writing activities including 

describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating dialogue 

to convey character and advance the action. 

  
In Maths children will study: 
Place Value: Reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers up to 1 000 000 and determine the 
value of each digit. Rounding any whole number to a required degree of accuracy. Solving number and 
practical problems that involve number, place value and rounding.   
 

Addition, Subtraction, Multiplication and Division: Using the formal written methods of columnar 
addition and subtraction, short and long multiplication, and short and long division. Multiplying multi-
digit numbers up to 4 digits by a two-digit whole number using the formal written method of long 
multiplication. Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers. Solve 
problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. Using estimation to check answers 
to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, levels of accuracy.  Identifying common 
factors, common multiples and prime numbers.   
 

Fractions (including decimals): Use common factors to simplify fractions, use common multiples to 
express fractions in the same denomination. List equivalent fractions to identify fractions with common 
denominators, compare and order fractions and multiply one-digit numbers with up to two decimal 
places by whole numbers.  
 

Measurement: Using, reading, writing and converting between standard units, converting 
measurements of length, mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit. 
Recognising that shapes with the same areas can have different perimeters. Calculate the area of 
triangles, relating it to the area of rectangles. 
 

Ratio: Solve problems involving the two quantities where missing values can be found by using 
multiplication and division facts.  
 
Times tables: Please continue to practise all tables up to 12 x 12 using Times Table Rock Stars - the 
more facts your child remembers, the easier it is for them to do difficult calculations they will face. The 
majority of maths in Y5/6 is linked to multiplication and division facts. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/qr_dTySMl7s/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qr_dTySMl7s&docid=X_r8nv3zpSH6tM&tbnid=vAGrRjAqya3vwM:&vet=10ahUKEwj_6cKE3cTkAhWCYMAKHZCxBrYQMwhrKAAwAA..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=1087&biw=1920&q=lego%20story&ved=0ahUKEwj_6cKE3cTkAhWCYMAKHZCxBrYQMwhrKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


In Science this term we will be using practical investigations to identify how sound is 
made, finding patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that 
produced it and between the volume of a sound and the strength of its vibrations. 
We will also investigate the functions of the digestive system and constructing and 
identifying food chains. 
 

In Computing we will be using the program 2Code to design simple programs with timers and repeat 
actions. The children will explore number and string variables as they go through the design, code, 
execute, refine process.  
 

In French we will be following the Language Cave Scheme to create a Shape Book using knowledge of 
sentence building with nouns, colour and size adjectives and negatives and correspondence of letters to 
sound.  
 
In Music we will be exploring combining vocal sounds in performance, developing a structure to 
combine sounds and creating musical effects using contrasting pitch. 
 

In History our topic is The Kingdom of Benin. We will be 
studying the lives of the people of Benin and finding out about 
the trade network of the Benin Empire. Children will research 
the Empire’s Golden Age and the effects of civil war leading to 
its decline. 
 

In Art & DT Within art we will be focusing on creating artwork inspired by various artists across the years 
and revisiting various techniques such as shading (in detail), perspective, vanishing point and learning to 
‘layer’ our sketches as we add detail.  We will use clay and tools to create various forms linked to our 
artwork, such as in our Art topic of Birds, to create different effects for the feathers.  We will look at 
pointillism as a style of painting later in the term. 
 

In P.E.  our class will be attending weekly swimming sessions every Wednesday afternoon. 

They will need:  

Girls - a one piece costume, swimming cap and towel. 

Boys - swimming trunks (not shorts), swimming cap and towel. 
 

They will also need their P.E. kit in school every day (plain yellow PE t-shirt, black shorts, plimsolls or 
trainers). They can also bring a tracksuit for outside in cooler weather. 
 

Homework will be given out each week to reinforce class work in Maths and English (including spellings) 
 and we expect children to read at home at least 4 times per week. 

 
 
 
 
 

In St. Joseph's  

We love, live, learn and celebrate together. 

Building God’s kingdom through Jesus our Lord. 

 


